ByFRANKWILLIAMS

“Inthe story“ManyInArea Ig=:
‘nored Hurricane Evacuation” {Met
10, April 3}, the writer engagedin
some biased, inflated thetoric that.
'unfalrlypamtedallmoblle homes
with the same broadbrush

_ Speakmg of Hurricane Gharle
impact on the Punta Gorda ares; he
‘wrote that ”CharleynnssedTampa
Bay, striking Punta Gorda as 4 Cate
‘gory IV hurricane with 145 mph
winds fand] tirned mobile homes :
there into kindling with onily pipes -
" and toilets left standing iri the rub- :
- ble. ;
' Indeed a statewide study of all
fourhumcanes by the Florida Bu-
- reat of Mabile Home Construction -
did showmuch damage among old-
erumts -

~ But the state agencysays those
- constructed to standards imposed-
" by HUD in 1934 — after Hurrican

gent tie-down and anchor systems
marndated in 1999 “perfonnedmth
out exception admlrably i

.. The bureau mspected more th
: 30,000 manufactured homesin the™

path of all four hurricanes and found
... that none of the manufactured. ...

homes buﬁtafter]ulyl?, 1994. (’the

- date the tough new'requirements be-:
 came effective); sustamed anymaJ or: |

damage S

: bullt to current standards :
Andrew-—and installed to the’ strin=

_ Tell |ferenl' Story
Abou% _umcanes ’Desfruchmn

.+ A'survey of 30.000 manufactured homes inthe path of Floncla 3 2004 hll!'l'l- o

canes found that the storms destroyed older homes but spared newer ones -

. ;- For example, at ChaﬂeyJ s gfound '
"“zero at Punta Gorda, more than 200

manufacturedhomes built: a.ndm

+ stalled sinte 1999 received only cos-
. metic damage: None of the homes
stistained major damage or becdme
‘ chslodged from their founda‘oons

‘The Tnbune arﬁc]e serveda good ,

purpose—telhng low too fewresi:

ously\ aen humcanes approach

- will ackniowledge the facts about to-
.. day

dents take evacuation orders sen— L

Unfortunately, the wnter pamted

. admobx_lelmanufacmred homes

: We hope that over tirme thJs blased
appraach will change and the media -

1

s maoufacturedhome
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' "sa::mtwn._ BRI




